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W hen I accepted the task to 
review the Lyman Cyclone 
Rotary Tumbler, I thought it 
would be a straightforward 

process; integrating my own experience 
with a new, or should I say different, tech-
nology. To most of us used to traditional dry 
media vibrating tumblers, the Cyclone will 
also mean a change to our case preparation 
routine. So why should using stainless steel 
pins and soapy water be any different from 
what we have become used to?

The concept
The Cyclone comprises a horizontally 
mounted drum on a pair of rotating rails 
similar to a lapidary tumbler used by 

manufacturing jewellers to polish gems and 
precious stones. With the drum filled to the 
recommended level of brass cases, water and 
the stainless steel pins, a small amount of 
detergent is added. The drum is sealed and 
set in rotation for a number of hours and the 
result is a pile of thoroughly washed and shiny 
brass. But that’s about the extent of any simi-
larity to conventional tumbling.

When I’m using the vibrating dry media 
tumbler, and depending on the cases I’m 
cleaning, I may or may not de-prime prior to 
tumbling. With the Cyclone, it is essential and 
recommended to remove the primers to allow 
the liquid to circulate and carry the pins deep 
inside the cases and the primer pockets.

The method
Lyman recommends two methods of 
cleaning brass with the Cyclone. The first is 
to tumble fired cases with water and deter-
gent only, before any resizing or de-priming 
operations. Then, after cases are resized, 
de-primed, trimmed and de-burred, they 
can be tumbled a second time with water, 
detergent and the pins. This will remove 
case lube from the brass, clean the primer 
pockets and the inside of the cases, as well 
as polish the outside surfaces.

The advantage of this method, according 
to Lyman, is that the initial cleaning will 
remove the bulk of the dirt from the cases, 
as well as eliminate lube and further 

polish the cases in the second step. It will 
also reduce the total time needed when 
tumbling cases. It is suggested that a 
15-minute initial cycle with soap and water 
will be sufficient to eradicate the bulk of the 
dirt from the brass. Then, after resizing, 
tumbling with the pins will only require 
another half-hour to an hour of tumbling 
time, depending upon how much brass is 
placed in the drum. However, you will need 
to dry the cases twice using this method.

The second method is to remove spent 
primers from the fired cases first and then 
tumble them with water, detergent and 
the stainless pins. The advantage to this 
method is that only one tumbling cycle is 
needed. The disadvantage is that you will 
need to tumble the case for longer, one to 
three hours, depending on how many cases 
are tumbled at a time.

De-priming before cleaning with the 
Cyclone presents another question: Do 
you simply remove the spent primer with 
a dedicated de-priming die or size the case 
as well with a combined de-priming-sizing 
die? Either neck or full length sizing the 
cases before tumbling will mean that any 
excess case lube will be washed away in the 
Cyclone tumbler. However, it also means 
that should you be using a progressive 
press for pistol reloading, you may have 
to repeat the de-priming/sizing process, 
depending on the type of press. This may 
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Run water over the cases while 
agitating them to remove the pins 
from inside.
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not be an issue to many, but it does take 
more time.

The reality
I have tried both of the two recommended 
methods and the decision on which one you 
use will depend on your personal choice and 
circumstances. Ultimately, it comes down 
to how much time do you have available 
or, how much time do you want to spend 
cleaning brass?

For this review, I collected as many fired 
cases I could find of the same calibre to 

fill a 1.8-litre ice cream container; about 
500 cases comprising a mix of mainly .38 
Special and .357 Magnum with a handful 
of 9mm Luger, .38 Super and some old .38 
S&W. Being of the same calibre means that 
the cases will not get stuck in, or over, the 
necks of other cases, thereby blocking the 
flow of liquid and pins.

The method I settled on is the second; 
de-priming first with a dedicated de-priming 
die and then tumble. After which, I begin 
the reloading process starting with resizing, 
case length trimming and de-burring where 
necessary.

Despite Lyman’s claim that the drum 
will hold 1000 .223 cases, the instruc-
tions clearly recommend that a load which 
half fills the drum will provide optimum 
results and that filling to more than three-
quarters will reduce the tumbling efficiency. 
According to the instructions, if the drum is 
full or nearly full, a longer run time will be 
required than for a smaller quantity.

My ice cream container of brass took up 
about a third of the drum. I then emptied 
about half the quantity of pins, roughly 1kg, 
into the drum and filled with enough water 
to cover the contents, then added a couple 
of drops of concentrated washing-up liquid.

I set the timer for an hour and left it 
clunking away in the laundry positioned 
near a drain in case there were any leaks. 
After a short while I confirmed there were 
no leaks so the unit was banished to the 
shed. When the timer stopped, I opened the 
drum to check on its progress. The cases 
were starting to clean up inside and out, 
but it was obvious that the older and dirtier 
cases would need more time. I set the timer 
for another hour and carried out the check 
again.

The Lyman Case/Media Separator does 
an excellent job separating the pins from 
the cases. The water and pins in the sepa-
rator flow through to the fine screen sifter 
pan to retrieve the pins.

The time
Using the second method where only one 
tumbling cycle is required, to individually 
de-prime 500 cases, tumble for up to three 
hours, individually rinse and shake the pins 
out of the cases and sort out different cali-
bres, will take most of the day and that will 
also depend on the way you dry your cases.

The mixed bag of cases I used for the 
review were of different ages and some had 
seen multiple use before any cleaning and 
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This 1.8-litre ice cream container 
held around 500 mixed cases and 
filled about a third of the tumbler 
drum.

Place the tumbler near a drain just in 
case of leaks.

The kit.

The moment of truth. Pour the contents 
of the drum into the stacked sifter 
pans. The cases will be caught by the 
top sifter pan while the fine screen pan 
catches the media pins.
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others had powder residue baked in. So, 
while some of the newer cases were ready 
after an hour, others needed the full three 
hours.

Other things to be aware of
The pins are small and sticky when wet. 
Thanks to surface tension, the pins will 
stick to your hands, inside the drum and 
around the mouth of the drum and lid, the 
sifting tray and inside the cleaned brass 
cases. Refill the drum with water several 
times and pour into the sifter pans. 
This will help remove any pins still 
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The pins stick to 
anything when they 
are wet.

Once the pins are 
separated from the 
cases, lay them on a 
towel to dry. The use of a 
blow dryer will speed up 
the process.
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inside of the drum, while also helping to wash out pins inside of the 
cases. When the pins are dry they are more manageable.

The timer is mechanical and not driven by the power that oper-
ates the tumbler. I mention this because if, for 
whatever reason, you switch off the tumbler, the 
clock continues to count down.

A warning from the instruction manual: Do 
not leave cases soaking in the cleaning solution 
after the cleaning cycle is completed as they can 
become discolored.

Also, keep the mouth of the drum and gasket 

clear of dirt and debris as it may interfere with the seal. If leakage 
persists, remove the cap and wipe the top edge of the drum and 
gasket clean.

Using the Cyclone for case cleaning will 
require a wet area after the tumbling is 
completed. Depending on your domestic situ-
ation this may be an issue.

You need to have a lot of brass to even half 
fill the drum, so you may end up needing to 
buy more brass just so you always have a 
supply of ammo on hand while waiting for 
your next tumble load. Of course, you could 
always supplement your load with your 
mates, provided you can easily work out who 
owns what at the end.

The only serviceable part on the tumbling 
unit is the synchronous drive belt inside. The 
stainless steel media pins can be used repeat-
edly without any loss of cleaning action.

Summary
The Cyclone has revolutionised the way we clean our brass cases 
before reloading. If used as recommended by the manufacturer, the 
Lyman Cyclone Rotary Tumbler performs brilliantly to bring brass 
cartridge cases back to as-new condition.

The Cyclone is well constructed, strong and easy to keep clean. 
It should last a lifetime and at around $400, it represents value 
for money. This machine has become firmly part of my reloading 
routine and I strongly recommend it becomes part of yours.

Lyman products are distributed in Australia by Nioa. For more 
information, ask at your local gunshop or visit www.nioa.com.au .
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After the first hour, most of the .38 Special, 
.357 Magnum, .38 Super, .38 S&W and 
9mm Luger cases were acceptably clean. 
However, some of the older cases required 
more work.

Some smaller cases can become 
caught in the crevice inside the drum.


